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The year was 2000. Krystin Lindstrom had been practicing law for about 12 years and was 

working for Washington Mutual Bank’s legal department, involved in corporate work, 

documentation of bank exams and making a long daily commute to downtown Seattle 

every day. 

“I had two young boys at home in Maple Valley and wanted a change,” Krystin said. Before 

getting her law degree, she had taught school overseas in Sydney, Australia and then 

Isfahan, Iran. It had been about 20 years since she had been in a classroom, and she 

decided to substitute in order to find out whether she still had “the chops” to teach. One of 

her first assignments was at Shadow Lake Elementary, where Krystin met then-principal 

Chris Everett, who she describes as a “game changer.” She sat in the teacher lounge with 

staff members who brought their lunch and talked to each other, and thought “These are 

my people!” The next fall, Chris hired Krystin as a full-time teacher.  

For 16 years, she taught fourth and fifth grade at Shadow Lake, then moved to Tahoma 

Elementary, where she has taught fifth grade for the past three years. Krystin also served 

on the Tahoma School District Literacy Summit, the teacher leadership team and the 

Elementary School Planning Committee. The highlight of every year was attending Camp 

Casey with her students. “I loved watching my students have the time of their lives, flying 

kites in the wind off the Straits of Juan De Fuca on a huge green grassy parade field, 

watching skits in the evenings put on by  the goofy high school counselors, shooting off 

rockets that went so high you lost track of them, and venturing into the town of Coupeville 

where we had the run of the small town’s museum, ice cream store and candy shop.” 

Her other favorite memories include the wonderful parent volunteers who helped in her 

classroom, the annual SLES Art and Curriculum night each spring, reading and discussing 

books with her students, and writing together. “Writing was almost a sacred time. We wrote 

with the lights turned down and they wrote their hearts out.  My students inspired me 

every year to find new books, add them to ‘the greats’ and learn new ways to lift their 

writing craft.  Teaching eager sponges is very satisfying.” 

Tahoma Elementary Principal Jerry Gaston said “Knowing her will always, always, always 

keep you thinking,” Jerry said. “She has caused me to think very deeply, about life, about 

teaching, about the world, and always in ways that were guaranteed to stretch. ...  Krystin 

is authentically her, and deeply cares about the education of the students she has served.  I 

think of a rather famous quote that says ‘A mind that is stretched by a new experience can 

never go back to its old dimensions. For sure my mind, and the minds of many, many 

students will never be the same, thanks to Krystin Lindstrom.” 

In retirement, she plans to travel, perhaps do some spot teaching, take classes in 

international law and political science, as well as doing some writing, learning to play the 

piano again, taking art classes, possibly renew her real estate license, reading the Sunday 

edition of the New York Times and the New Yorker Magazine cover to cover, learning to 

stand up paddleboard, and practice yoga and Pilates. 

Thank you, Krystin, for leaving the law field to enrich and stretch the minds of Tahoma 

students and staff. We hope you have time to accomplish your lengthy bucket list, and that 

you write a book about it all for us to read! 


